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It is appointed unto Men once to die, Heb. 9.27. 


Lthough Death and Mortality is an cafie Subje& to dif. 
A courſe on, becaule therein ſo very many things do lie open, 


common and obvious to the Knowledge of all People what. 


ſoever, whether Learned or Unlearned, whither they be Confide. 
rate or Ignorant, for The Living know that they ſhall die, Eccleſ. 9. 5. 
and unleſs it be to ſtir up your Pure Minds by way of Remem. 
brance, it may ſeem ſuperfluous to write thoſe things which are 
commonly known already ; yet it is ſafe. However,] having already 
publiſhed to the Worlu many things concerning the State of the 
Wicked and Sinners, Ignorant and Ungodly, in their Death 3 and 
alſo of the Condition of. Gzod Men in their Death, I ſhall here en- 
deavour to make known what further Thoughts do ariſe in my Mind 
concerning it, as-the ſame do ſpring up from the Book of the Lord 
the Fountain of Truth, which I have within me by ſeeking and draw- 
ing out from thence ; as alſo from that common Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding, which the Lord hath given to me asa Creature. 

An that knowing the Time, that xow it is High Time to awake out of 
ſleep, for now #s our Salvation nearer than when we b:lieved, The Night 


# far ſpent, thc Day ws at hand. Knowing that our Days are continue | 


ally pang on, one after another, to that State or kind of Being, 
which ſhall never paſs away, It 15 certainly Zigh Time to roule up 
and bethink our ſelves throughly ; for the things of which we have 
been ſo often fore-told and fore-warned, IT mean the things con- 
tained and ſpoken of in Scripture, which relate unto that God with 
whom all Creatures have to do; and mult receive from him Bleſſing 
or Curſing, Happineſs or Miſery : And allo the things concerning 
the World to come, whereof the Scripture it ſclf, and thoſe inftrndted 
with the Miniſtry thereof, do all along ipeak: All this is nearer 
than when we firſt believed, and draws nearer and nearer day by 
- May, to merrow it will be nearer than to day, and the next day after 
that nearer than to morrow, and ſo cn, We do day by day and 
night after night approach nearer and nearer to. the unſeen things, 
and to the unſcen State, which 1s Eternal, for the things which are 
not ſeen are Eternal. The Nigbt 4s far ſpent: With us feverally ac- 
cording as our Years are, it is evident a great deal of our Life is 
gone, paſt and behind, 

T liked very well the Expreftion of a Man which T once heard; 
when it vas told him, ſuch an one was zecar about forty Years of 
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Age ; He ſaid thereupon, That forty Tears was a large ftride tywards 
the Grave: And truly ſo it 6, for it1s a ſtriding halt way at the ut- 
molt Co:mputatioa of Man's Life at fourſcore Years. But at the 
uſual recko ing of threeſcore Years and ten, a Year isthree hun- 
dred threeſcore and five days and fix hours z which every fourth 
Year makes three hundred threeſcore and fix. $0 that cait np all 
this together, it amounts to near about five and twenty thouſand, 


| five huadred and ſixcy ſeven days and twelve hours. Here is the 


exatt yumber of vur days, if one was ſure to live ſeventy Years. But 
how many Thouſands and Millions do come ſhort of it ? who either 
paiz away as ihe untimely Fruit of a Woman, or dye-in their In- 
fancy, Childhood, Youth , Manhood , or declining Years, before 
they come io this old Age. So that admitting that any one ſhould 
certainly come to threeſcore Yeais and ten, as a thouſand Paces 
mak? a Mile, the length of his Journy or Pilgrimage may be reck- 
oned up at about twenty five Miles and an half; and it is a going one 
Pace cach day and night ; or ſeeing that two ſtrides make a Pace, it 
isa going two ſtrides towards it, one in the day and another in the 
night. Aad thus we who are Jnhabitants of Fleſh, do continually 
Jonrny or Travel on towards the Land of Eternity, And fo it is 


_. pr4portionably according to the number of the Days, and Weeks, 


and Minnths, and the Years, which the Lord of Life, whoſe are the 
Times and Seaſons, do lend to every Man here on this Earth. Do not 
reckon this to be an odd and an unuſual kind of writing, thus to caft 
up Numbers, for if ye read in Dante! , and in ſome places of the 
Revelations, ye will there find and meet ſo much of this nature. as if 
the $piric of God did delight in ſumming and caſting up of Num-_ 
bers. So that what we have here mencioned, doth not derogate, 
vary or alter from that true and ſound Preaching by the Spirit, or at 
leaſt from thoſe common Afiſtances of the Spirit, which are given 
to every Miniſter of Chriſt, according as he is Faithful and Diligent 
in the Miniſtration of the Goſpel. | 

After that the Spirit of God by Moſes had caft np the Number of 
our days to be threeſcore Years and ten, or fourſcore Years, he goes 
on to add, So reach us to number our days, that we may apply our Hearts 
unto Wiſdom. One ſaith well, The numbering of our days is the beſt 
kind of Ar;thmetick. And truly to me, when I thus cait up and 
compute it jn my Mind, nothing doth ſo much give me a true, 
through and lively ſence (if T may ſo expreſs it) even of Mortality 
it ſel, Here is the Uſe and Inftruaion of it, To apply our Hearts 
nnto Wiſdom. There is a difference berween bare thinking of a 
thing, and to ſet ones Heart, or to apply ones Heart untoit, And ſo 
it is as to the Sinners and Godly Peopte, for even Sinners do think 2 
little in the General concerning Reiigion, that Heavenly and Spirt- 


tual Wiſdom for indeed they cannot help it, and they cannot do 
A 2 Others 
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otherwiſe, inafmnch as the Words thereof, and the Sound thereof 
is gone out to the Ends of the Farth ; there IS ſo very much Talking 
and Preaching thereof in this Iſland ; there is lo exceediig much jn 
the Scriptures of Truth, which almoft every Family hath in its 
Houſe, that there is none ſo much a ſtranger in Exglaud who hath 
not heard of theſe things. 


another Life. and the World to come. But as to Siancrs and the 


Ungodiy, all this amounts to no more than to a certain I umour of 


Report, or a Sonad, witaout a threugh Knowledge and dilrin&t Ap. 
prehenfion of what all theſe things mean ; they think of them, be. 
cauſe they are forced to think of them ſometimes, Þut they do not 
ſet and apply their Hearts untc them, And ſo it is the very ſame 
concerning the Numbring their Days, their latter End and Death, 
Who is there, even amongſt rhe Ignorant and-Ungodly Multirude, 
yea amongſt thoſe who are moit Detpiſers and backward jn Nature 
towards the Miniſtry of the Word, that doth not know in the Gene- 
ral how Old they are ; how that time and their Days do pals away, 
and how that they muſt Dye at laſt. No Body whatever can be 
Ignorant of or not know this, becanſe it is Senſthle and Evident. - ot 
it is too certain again, thet they do not for all this, Apply their Zearts 
unto the true Wiſdom. That is, To ſet about it in good Earneit ; 
for they do not Underſtand what it is, nor Labour after it : But they 
are Careleſs and Negtigzent, 25 pertaining thereto» Whereas Con- 
trariwiſe the Righteous and Godly do le apply their Heart, as tg 
Mind nothing in Compariſon thereto, but they bring all things in 
Subordination to It. | | 
Nothing remains in a Man, but what he doth in the Service of 

God, and for the Good of his uwn Soul. All his other Acts ind 

Actions periſh in the uſing, and if they do not com: under that End, 

they had mnch better be not done at all; for whatever is of Sin or 

Evil, that tends to ſad Account, or Lo's at the laſt Day. And that 

is Wiſdom indeed, and nothing ellc is ſv, which procures Good unto 

2 Man sfelf, and avoids Evil: Which nothing doth ſa certainly ef. 

f-&, according to his own Ordering and Eſtabliſhment of things 
( taking in things to come, all one as things preſent ) as the 
Service of God, and the keeping of his Commandments. For if 
there was nothing elſe therein { as there is Ten Thouſand times 
more ) it appears much better, and more excellent on this Reſpea, 
That whereas all other things periſh and pais away, and ſo doth all 
#he Glory of Man paſs away as the Flower of the Graſs : But be thar 
doth the Will of Ged, abideth fir ever. 

_ Religion, onr Duty to Gcd, is not only thronghout the Book of 
Proverbs, bnt in ſeveral other places of Scrip:ure, called Wiſdom, as 
particularly in that ſaying of vur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Wiſdom is Fuſt t- 
fied of ber Children, But allo it may be Proved, Evidenced and De- 
Sy DE monſirated 


What things £ Concerniug God, and. 
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monſtrated to be the only Real and true Wiſdom; and all Deſpiſing, 
Negle& and Variation from it to be the greateit Folly. To 
ſhew or treat of this particularly, and at large would-be ſomewhat 
beſides the preſent intended Subje&. But as certain of the Ancients 
defined the ſum and whole of Wiſdom to be a Meditation of Death, 
and that upon this or the like Reaſon, becauſe it would Influence a 
Man's whole Life and Converſation unto Wiſe and Good things; it 
being Reaſonable to do thoſe things, whilſt Living, which one ſhall 
wiſh he had done when he comes to Die. And alſo nothing 1s 10 
much worthy the Concern and Regard of a Wiſe Man, as Death is. 
It is every ones Prudence to keep off, 5nd provide againſt all Evils 
whatſoever; and if the World calls them Wiſe, who are ſo much 
buſted about the getting of Riches or Honour, about the attaining 


| of every little ſeeming Good and avoiding every little Evil that may 


befal them ; much more will he ( who is Wiſe unto Salvation ) be 
ſoasto the greateſt and moſt enduring things which are to come 
and will quickly be Manifeſted before us with open Face. If every 
one is Concerned, how it goes with him now, much more ſhould a 
Rational and Underſtanding Man look about him, both take thought, 


'and alfo take care, what ſhall become of him, atter this vain, ſhort 


and uncertain Life is Ended. 

Truly this was my manner of doing, from my tender Years, and 
from my Youth up, As it is written, That Iſaac went out to Meditate 
in the Field at Even-tide: So 1 can Remember that when I was 
but a School- Boy, and ſo when I went firft to the Univerſity ; where- 
a others of my Fellows and Cotemporaries were all for Play and 
Company, I would rather chooſe to Walk all alone by my ſelf, and 
n ſome Solitary place, Meditate partly upon the Works of God's 
Creation : All which being then new and freſh to my ,Mind, did 
em to me in the Phraſe of the ſame Iſaac, To be as the Smell of 4 
Feld w-ich the Lord bath Bl:fſed. For I did then perceive Sweetnels, 
beauty and Delight in them, though I do now conteſs, that, having 
dehe1d them ſo very often, I have fince loſt that juſt Wonder and 


aRoniſhment which T had formerly in beholding ther : For it hath 


Diminiſhed, and I have in a manner Ceaſ-d to be AﬀeGted there- 
with, There is ſo much in Cuſtom and Repetition, even of the 
moſt Marvellons things ; that, by continual ſeeing them, they ceaſe 
to be Marvellous, not but that they are fo nevertheleſs in them- 
ſelves; But as the Edge grows dull by often cutting, ſo through 
Humane Joficmity and Weakneſs we become cull of Hearing, and 
dull of Seeing, and dall of Underſtanding, when it is continually up 
[1 the fame Obje&t. But as the ſame Jſazc cunld ſay, Behold now [ 
am Ol, 1 know not the Day of ay Death Gen. ?7, 2, SOWhen ] was 
but very Young, this was the Subject that I did moſt Think and Me- 


Citate on, though I was thea Young, Yet I 4id nos know the Day of 
my 
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my Death ; for ſo much was Senſible and Evideut to me, and f had 
much Underſtanding as then to Apprehend, that Young Boys were 
Liable unto Death, and ſeveral of them aid Die, a!i one as People 
of Riper or Declining Ycars, or in Old Age. I then knew yell 
enough of the ſuddenneſs of Death, and that we always carry the 
Root of the matter about us, even thoſe 5eeds of Mortality and Cor. 
ruption; we being but like brittle Glaſs, which can be daſhed or 
broken in a Moment. Yea, when I was a Child, | Spakeas a Child, 
T Underſtood as a Child, I Thought as a Child; I could even then 
Diſcern that the longeſt Day would have a Night, that though this 
Life ( which is as a Vapour, and continucth not ) ſhould be extend. 
ed up to Youth, Manhood (1 am now. pafling this Second Stage, of 
Life ) Declining Years, or Ol: Age, yet at lalt an end woul:1 come, 
the end is come, FEze-k. 7. 4 And now 1 can Realon this as a Man, 
that nothing is 1»nz which hath an "in|: ut nowTI call co Remem- 
brance my Thought, and Searching oi Heart, which «vas in the 
Days of Old, the Years of Ancient Tim=3, when IT was but a +trip- 


ling, T did then coinmure w::h mice +1 Heart, and my 5pirit made | Acg 


diligent Search, What w;ll became of mz, after that chis Body which 
*now I carry about me, is lail is the Earth? For T did fird eyen 


then, that my Spirit would Anide aud Liv eitewhere, as truly | ast! 


Gol hath ſhewn this unto me, even from withm wy ſelf, ever fince 


T was a Child, and had the '-a## Knowledge of Good read Eril, that | then 


there was another Life, and an'th-r State which People ſhoulder 
ter upon, and go into, aitet that they are departed off from this 


Earth, I was all along, and am ſt:ll as verily Perſuaded, ands| lity, 
certained of it, as] am {ure, that at the writing theſe Lines, I now | Pi 


Liveand Breath. And thereupon Revolving and Pondering many | to b 


things in my Mind, how that all things here are but vain, litcle, and 


paſſing away as a 5hadow, and do not {ignifie much, fain would Ihe | their 
happy and ſafe, as to the Succeeding and Eternal State of things, int | ally / 


which my Soul muſt Launched forth out of this Body. So I came #| deno! 


length to be acquainted with the Wa''s of God ; and IT have madeit] a 
my Buſinzſs to ferve him, although it hath been all along ( which! 
defire to acknowledge in bitterneſs of Soul ) accompanied with 


too many Failings and ImperfeQions, and comings ſhort of what thi] Velli 
Lord hath Required of me. - 


It ſhould be a conitant Rule, that whenſoever I declare and make 


known my own Experiences, there the Reader or Hearer (ſhould by th 
confer Notes, and compare it at the very ſame Inſtant with thoſ - : 
e 


Experiences of his own ; for there is nothing like to this Euperimet: 
tal Kind of Preaching, when a Minifter doth inwardly feel whit 
himſelf doth Speak, aud Speak out what himſelf doth feel; for w 


are Fellow Servants and Fellow Travellers; and God, who Faſhim tow: 
eth the Hearts of the Inhabitants of the Earth alike, Pſal, 34. 1 5.00 Dc 
; 
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e |oring all his Sons and Daughters unto Glory, by near the ſame way, 
e [in all their ſeveral Generations and Countreys. All of them that 
11 Fever did, or ſhall come to Glory, they were every one of them, ſo 
ie | wiſe as to Conſider their latter End. Saith one of them, Lord make me 
r- | to kyow mine End, and the Meaſure of my Days, what it is, that 1 may 
ir [kwow how frail 1am. And fo, when we Read the Hiſtory of the 
1, | Saints, aud Servants of God in Hebrews, this general Charafter is 
n | given of them all, They confefled that they were Strangers and Pil- 
is | grims on the Earth, for they that ſay ſuch things, declare plainly 
]- | chat they ſeek a Countrey, #eb. 11. 13, 14. And if they ſeek a 
of | Countrey, they muit be mindful of that Entrance or Paſlage which 
e | lets into that Coutrey, which is Death. A Stranger or Pilgrim, are 
n, | Relative Words, and do Relate unto ſomewhat, to which they 
n- | ſhould be acquainted, and to ſomewhere they ſhould be at home. 
ie | Now God is the Father ot Spirits, to whom they are Related, and 
p- | with whom they ihou'd be acquainted, according to what is written, 
de | Acquaint now thy ſelf with him, and be at Peace, Job 22. 21. Though 
> | a Stranger is not acquainted and known in ſuch a place ; yet others, 
en | elſewhere, do know him. And {o God is acquainted with all Men, 
ly | as they are his Creatures ; Thou art acquainted with all my Ways, Plal. 
ce | 139. 3. Though alas too many are not acquainted with him. And 
at | then mention is made in Ecclefaftes, That Man goeth 20 bis Jong 
1- | Home, and the Mourners go about the Strcets. So that he is a Pilgrim 
vis | all the while he is on this Earth. They are all loin Deed and Rea- 
u| lity, but few do confeſs themſelves to be fo, that is, Strangers and 
x | Pilgrims, and declare plainly chat they ſeek a Countrey, ſo as not 
ny | to be Mindful of that Countrey they now are in, no further than 
ad | barely to Furniſh them with Neceflaries and Accommodations for 
te | their intended Pallage and Journey ; but not to fit down, or ſettle 
| any Abode or Dwelling-place herein, tor a Stranger or Pilgrim doth 
x | denote one who is in a Travelling and Moving Poſture, and they 
it] are not long in a place; and alſo tbey kave a fix<d, certaia and 
11] intended Place or End, to which they make, or. therwiſe they are 
ith | buc Wanderers. And again it is c*rtai::, as Jens 4s they are Tras 
hej velling and Moving, if they are ſet aright, every wine they draw 
nearer and nearer to their home, or to the pace wiete they would 
kef be. Now whereas many Peopie wouid wi! gly ſtay bece always, 
1} by their Good-will, it fhall not be ſo, for 2 the Soul here is in 
of} Priſon, ſo itis a Moveable Priſon, or a *1oveat's Wagon, and the 
0-1 Wheels thereof are always going, until the A20irted Tims whett 
jth they (hall Ceaſe, and let out the Soul iuro the Inviſible V Yourld. 
wel Thus much is ſenſible and evident that the Lulle is always beating 
--| towards its laft ſtroke. 

och} 18 5 appointed unto Men once to die, This Particle, once, makes- it 
ing} Y&$ more terrible, and railes in it yet grearer Thought and RIG 
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of Heart ; for we do more dread, and are more apprehenſive of 
things which we were never ſenſible of, nor lad experienced befyre 
Of ſo many Millions fince the Creation of Man upon the Earth, we 
read or hear of but very few that did return again after they Wor 
paſſed into the Gates of Death: We read of tome, as of 7azary 
and the Saints that aroſe at our Saviour's Crucifixion and Reſurreg;. 
ont, Mat, 27. 52, 53+ but none are recorded, who gave an exa& ac: 
count how or what manner of t:-ing it is to dye, how much Pain 
they did undergo therein, or how the Bitterneſs of Death did taſte + 
and how it was with the Soul in the ſeparated State 3 this is left hs 
every cne of us to know and feel. It 1s as natural a thing to dye ag 
it is tolive, for we are appointed to that all one as to be born, or to 
paſs through a little mean while here : It is only to break that which 
was liable to be broke:1 before, or to melt down that which was 
meltable. 

Suppoſe that any one who ſhall hear or read this, were to dye at 
fuch a day certain, about a Month, or {1x Weeks, or a quarter of a 


Year hence; and it is l;kely enough to be ſome ones Condition, How | 


would ſuch a Meilage poſſeſs that Soul with fear and ſurprize ? God, 


who hath determined the Times before appointed, As 17.26, doth | 


know exaRly the day of the Month, and the Year, with the Place, 


and alſo the manner, with what Sickneſs, or outward Accident of 


Caſualty each of us (hall dye, for it 1s certain to God but unknown 
to us. Soit is of all the Sons a1d Danghters of Men, although 
ſome of them are now Healthy, Luſty and ftrong. If death is not 
moſt commonly ſudden, yet Sickneſs or Caſualty is always ſudden, 
which in a week or an hours time will cut dowa the Tree to the 
Ground, and fetch out the Syul to give an account for the Deeds 
done in the Body. The Lord of Life knows all by our Names; and 
who would now think that ſuch a Perſon and ſuch a Perſon (according 
as he appoints and marks them out in his own order) ſhall die ſucha 
day ard in ſuch a place, and of ſuch a Diſeaſe or Accident. This 
fame Tongue which hath ſpoken forth his Truths, ſhall one "day 
faulter and be laid flat in my Mouth, and then turn into Corruption, 
and next to nothing. : Theſe very ſame Eyes that ſee at this day, 
ſhall fink into my Head, and hchold Man no more with the Inhabi 
tants of the World. And theſe Hands which have hitherto handled 
the Pen of the Writer, {hall either be tyed and bound up with Grave 
cloths ; or they will be in that fixed and unmoveable Poſture, that 
there will be no need of tying or binding at all. When we once come 
into the place of Skulls or dry Bones: There will be then nothing fo 
be ſeen of Perſonal Deformity or Lameneſs, or who in the days of 
their Fleſh were cloathed with a beautiful, weli-coloured, or witha 
common or ordinary Skin. We know not particularly when this 
ſhall be, but we know certainly that once it {ball be, 1r # or 


Men once 10 dies | 


+ 
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It was Melancholly Tidings of Samuel to Saul, Adoreover the 7 or 1 
w:.) alſo deliver iſrael with thee, and 10 morrow theu and thy. Sons Jhatl 
be with me (that is in the State of the Dead, as God faith j Eeekiel 
of others, that he would bring them down to the rope Old 
Time) then Saul feV Sraightway all along upon the Earth, and was ſere 
afraid, Becauſe of the words of Samuel, and there was no frength in 
bim, for he had eaten no Bread all the day, nor all the night. Truly ſucti 
a Meſlage to any of us, would be ape to turn our Stomach againſt 
Food. It would ſpoil our Supper, and cauſe that we thould-not ſo 
well reJith our modcrate necefjary Eating, if God ſhould fay to any 
of us, This xight thy Soul ſeall be required of thee, Luke 12. 20, 'Or 
if we did hear from any one for certain, wko is now inthe State of 
the Dead, To mocrow thou ſhalt be with me ; we alſo would be fore 
afraicl, and our Souls would as it were before-hand {hiver within us; 
before they take flight into the inviſible World; as appears by Poor 
Malefattors when they come to the place of Executions There zs no 
feed to ſeek unto familiar Spirits (as Saul did here, which he did not 
neither, until God had before departed from him) and unto Wizards 
that pzep and mutter, Should not 4 People ſeek unto their God ? for the 


| Living to the Dead ? 1ſa.8-19. Which laſt duth ſeem to import, as if 


it was an incongruous thing to ſeek tothe Dead for the Living. But 


' the other is very Proper and Reaſonable, That a People ſhould ſeR 


unto their God. And truly, If People would leek unto their God, 
who gives his Anſwer now out of his written Word, all one as hedid 
of old Time from his Ur-m and Thummim, they may by thar, asalſo 
by Prayer, know their E24, and the meaſure of their days, in near 
upon as certain and exatt a manner, as ir they ſhould hear one ſpeak- 
ing unto them from the Dead, a Week, Month, Quarter, halfa Year 
or Twelvemonth hence, or io many Years hence thou thalt be with 
me, or ſuch a Night of ſuch a Year thy Soul ſhall be required of thee; 
It hath Þeen already alledged out of the written Word, -and by that 
common Knowledge which God hath given tocvery Man, as alſo by 
an exact caſting up of Numbers; and ſo it would be proportionably 
if it Chou!:l come unto more Years; The utmoit Period aud Term 
hath keen ſet down, beyond which none doth uſually pa's; and thou 
mayit at any time be cut ſhort thereof, Saith one, God therefore 
kept the preciſe exatt day of our Death to be uncertain and unknown, 
becauſe that he would have us think every day to ze our lait, And if 

thon weuldeft be certified herein for the Plalmiſt's Reaſon That T7 
may know how frail lam. ThislaT thou mayeſt know altogether lo 
well as if God had told and repeated unto thee the particular day 
thou (hould{t die. Would thou know how frail thou art 2 Why; 
Thou art fo frail, that thou art ſubje&t an.l liavte unto Death every. 
day, of the Week, yea every hour, and every minutes. ,The >jnRer 
and Ungodly would knon this, Rs would Z4r-and Dyink, I, 
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th morrow we ſhall dis. Becauſe he would proportion out his Pleafure 
ind Sen{uality accordingly, and come in ſuch a time towards the cloſe 
of the day, by a Partial, Fetgned and Temporary Repeutance ; for 
there hardly auy Perſon ſo finful, but hath ſome lictle Hopes, and 
would do ſomewhat towardsthe getting the Favour of God, aud to 
£9 to Heaven if he may de adinitted, Yyhereas, as God has now 
ordered the Matter, ſuch baſe mercenary and ſelfith Souls may ve de. 
ceived, bur God will not be atticled with.Even Godly and Righteons 
People have that which favours of Men, and of the kteihly and Cor. 
rapt Nature, That if they were ſure to live twenty, thirty, f;rty or 
fifcy Years longer, they would abate and diminiſh from their former 
Zeal 24d Fervency and Diligence in the 5ervice of God. But now the 
Father having kept the Times and Seaſons in hisown Power, when he 
will Summon them todie, and af:er that to judgment, the knowledge 
and confideration hereof doth oblige them .ontinually to be upon 
their watch and duty, that whenſoever he cometh he may find them 
ſo doing. To nave their Loins be girded about, and their Lights 
burning. And ye your ſelves Iike unto them that wait for th? Lord when 
be ſhall return from the Wedding, That when be cometh and knocketh, they 
may open unto him immediately. And if hz fhall come in the ſecond warch, 
or come in the third watch and find them ſo doing, Bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 
wants (a5 tine four and trerty hanrs are divided into four Watches, 
each 11x hours makiitz, 4 Vyatch, ſo Childhovd, Youth, Manhood,Old 
Ag2, are the four Watches cf the Term of $ians Life) Be ye therefore 
ready alſo, for the Son of Mn cometh in an hour when ye think not, Luke 
12. 25: 26,27. We (ſhould (o live, as if every day was to be our laſt 
day, as if we {ſhould die when we go to Bed, or as if we were to be 
executed and ſufter death to morrow Morning. $0 live the remain« 
ing part of this day and to your lives end, as if certainly this was thy 
Condition, For rhough it may be ten thouſaid to one that thou ſhalt 
nat actually die within theſe twenty four or cight and forty hours; 
yet certainiy and without all doubt, this 15s the Caſe and Condition of 
ns all, That e're long this earthly Houſe muſt be dillolved, and we 
miſt apycar before the Judgment Seat of Chrijt to receive for the 

things done in the Boly, whither they be Good or Bad ; fo that it 

will be ncar the ſame cling in God's account, and to thine own Impu- 

tation and receiving, fecing that of every day after years of Know: 

ledpeand diſcretion rhou thalt be called to an Account, as if thou 

vert to dic for certain before another and ſecond Revolution. of the 

Sun over thine head, How dothany Perſon preſume to tive in that 

Condition in which he is afraid todie 2 For God will all o1e enter into 
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Jalgment, and cxil People to an account for the ſame, all one asif 
yo. 


they did die inthe very Act of fach or ſuch fins. Ando it is of the 
ſryveral deeds already done, now 1n doing, Or to he done 1n the body. 
Exck thing now is juſt done, and then it pailes into Jadgment ; for 
we 
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we ſhall be called in queſtion and to give account for each days Tranſ- 
ations. And if as Chriſt 1aith,S ficient 119 the day us the Evil thereof. 
So if we woul have Bo:dneis and Comfort at the laſt and great 
Tri>vuaal, we ſhoul1 in the m<an while lovk well unto it, and give 
heed an4 u'e our utmoit diligence and endeavour; that to counter- 
poile for the Evil of each day, ſome Good ſhould be done, ſomething 
for the Glory of God, and for the Goud of his Church and People, 
as alſo for the Edification and Advancement of our own Souls in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. That it may be pror.ounced at laſt 
to our endleſs and un{p-akable rejoycing, when all the days of this 
Life {hall come to be rehearled as they now paſs, though it will be 
hardlv ſaid as to the Heſt Saints and Servants of the Lord (for all 
come ſhort of the Glory of God, Rom. 3. 23. and of what he hath re- 
quired) ſufficient unto the day is th! Goo thereof, yet in each day 
ſomewhat was the Good thereof, Every riting of the Sun, and ſet- 
ting of the ſame ſets us ſomewhat nearer to the general and final 
Audit, the great day of Account and Retribption to every one ac- 
cording to his Works, Yea, ſo doth every minute and ſecond (which 
is the leaſt reckoning of Time, for as {ixty minutes make an hour, ſo - 
fixty ſeconds make a minute) and this T ime is in continued flux and 
paſhng on, until it comes to be determined and ſwallowed up in that 
laſt Period when Time ſhall he no longer. Like as a little Brook or 
River loſes it ſelf when it ends and empties it ſelf into the great and 
wide Ocean. As the ſhadow upon the Dial is always moving 
(th ugh to us it ſeems very flow) As the fireamsof a ſwift running 
River do continually paſs by : As the little fands in an Hour-glaſs are 
for the moſt part running ; Yea, This vhole ſublunary Creation is 
made up of change and periſhing things, the World paſſeth away 
and the Faſhion thereof, and day after day, and night after night, 
they haſte nearer unto th2 Eternal and Irreveriible ſtate of things : 
ſo our ſelves, Men and VVomen, being a part thereof, we are now 
in the ſame tranſitory. and dying Condition, and we do always ap- 
proach yet nearer in time unto that ſtate, wherein as to the Earth 
as now it. is, and as to this Mortal Body and outward Fleſh and Blood, 
as to the manner of this ſhort prefent Life, we ſhall be no more. 
But exhorting one another, and ſo much the more as ye ſee the day 
approaching, : 

Here the Word of Exhortatiun is not confined to Miniſters or, 
Prieſts only, but ſndefinitely unto all Chriſtians. And ſo much the 
more (Mark, give heed unto and obey that ) as ye ſee the Nay Ap= 
proaching, even the Day of Death and Immortality. of Judgment, 
and the ſucceeding Eternity. Whether we Fat or Drink, Slcep or 
Play, Lahour or are Idle, the things which ſhall come upen us, 
make haſte, and do Steal and Approach unto us nearer and 


nearer, 
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As it is written, Fools mak? a Mock, at Sin; So there be ſome 
who make a jeſt of the World to come, whereof the Scripture, and 
thoſe Inſtrutted with the Miniſtry thereof do ſpeak. But it may 
be Proved and Demonitrated to ſuch who have but any Sence as to 
Apprehend that there is a World to come in Reality, whereinto 
many >1illions of Sou!s have entered already, and our Selves are juſt 
entering into the ſame. It is nat properly another World, but only 
2nother part of this ſame World, as a Room of an Houſe. For thus 
much is manifeſt, even by Reaſon and PerſpeCtive Glatles, that this 
Earth where we now in the Body do Inhabit, is the Teaft part of the 
World, as a Point is unto the whole Globe. This may be known 
as a Man, And ſ6 it may be known, becauſe it is ſeen, That 
the Day of Death to each Perſon is as certain as was the Day of 
his Birth, and it- will as certainly be, as that once was. And thus 
thing of Death, is the Gate or Door which lets and opens into what 
is called the Future and Inviſible World.” And then do appear forth 
the things contained in Scripture, which are the Objects of our 
Faith now : But then they alfo will be Aﬀually Preſent, Viſtble and 
Danifeſted before us all one, as the things which we now lee, han- 


ole and converſe withal, But let ſuch Unbelicvers and Scoffers Cons | 


ider what is wricten, To me belongeth Vengeance and Recompence, 
Their Foot ſhall fide in dus time, for the Day of their Calamity 
i5 at Hand, and che things which ſhall come upon them make Haſte, 
Dew. 32.35. It is commonly -faid of Old People, That they have 
one Foot in the Grave already. But this is certain and true of all 
People, both Young and C11, even Infants before they can ftand, 
or walk on this Earth, that their and our Feet are continually ſliding 
ofi from this Staze or Slippery place of the Earth, even when we 
at ſtill, or lye ale 37 vpon our Beds, we are always ſliding off from 
tnis Earth. 1x 4» itme, God hath fixed out, and appointed the 
time when we thiol! be f:.1Gen off from this Earth. And the Day of 
Calamity to S:miers, and to ſuch as have their Portion in this Life 
(for Death to then is the beginning of Sorrows) is at Hand. It is 
rot juſt already come, but it is withia Call, and the things that ſhall 
come upon them inake hatte. Looking for, and Haſting unto the 
comins- of the Day of Gai, 2 Per. 3» 12. Whether we. do think 
tliezeot or not, we do certainly run, yea and fly towards it. Put 
th: holy Ghoit 09th Teach and ?nfirnctt us by thiz manner of Speech, 
Looking ſor, an Hilting unto the coming of the Day of God, that 
thuugh we do move fo fait towards it, yet we thoull even prevent 
tf tn our Thoughts: So we thoald think more Contitmmally and 
Earneſtly az we come nearcr in time, and fee the Day Approache 
in. 

Conceive the Caſe, a3 fo it wili one. time he, that we were upon 
o2r Death Eel, and Gaſping for our air Bret, and were APPre- 
Ez -- ” | _ benave 
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henfive every Minute or Quarter of an Hour, that our Soul would 
take her Flight out of the Budy, we know not where, What would 
our Soul (for every Man's Soul is himſelf then give if ſhe had it, or 
do, if ſhe were able,to be atlured of the Peace and Favour of God ? 
How doth the Spirit then contratt and gather it ſelf as it were to- 
gether, and run and make towards the Father of Spirits ? Ones firſt 
Bora, Ten Thouſand Rivers of Oyl : Yea, ſhe would then give the 
whole World if ſhe had it, and if ſuch a thing were poſlible for to 
obtain his Reconciliation and Loving Kindnels. Then the ſame 
Soul that did heretofore Deſpiſe and Diſobey God, is all for Ho- 
nouring of, and Obeying him. But ſhe ſhould have done it before, 
for now it 1s too late. But even frem the Thoughts of Dying Per= 
ſons, we come to know and diſcern what would have been good for 
them, and what the Lord did require of them in the midſt of Life, 
and Happy would it be, and it would be well with them if they had 
then ſo done. For this is the yery top of the chiefeft VViſdom to 
do thoſe things whilt Living, which one ſhall wiſh he had done 
when he comes to Die: As alſo to refrain from thoſe things, ſuch are 


| $in and the Pleafres of Life, as we ſhall indeed wiſh and defre, 
| that we had abſtained and refrained from, when we come to Dre. 


To approach, draw near, and ſtick cloſe unto God. To wait upon 
him in all his Publick Ordinances (not forſaking the Aflembling our 
ſelves together, and that ſo much the more, as ye ſee the Day Ap- 
proaching,)) as alſo in all private Duties. To ſerve Þim with our nt- 
moſt Power, to be a doing of Righteouſneſs and geod VVorks, 
Alms, Mercy and Compaſſion to the very utmoſt of our Ability. 
There is indeed a Bitterneſs in Death as Agas troly called it. For 
my part [ am not aſhamed to own that T do Vehemently and very 
much Fear it. This makes me to do Sundry things Pertaining to 
God and Religion (which I ſhould not do otherwiſe) if hereby T 
may ſomewhat take off and letflen from this bitterneſs of Death; If- 
hereby I may ſtore'up to my ſelf Comfort againft my dying Day. 
For this Cauſe 1 am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chrift, nor yet of 
Preaching, it, in (what is called) a Fooliſh and Contemptible manner, 
as I make it known unto People, in its Simplicity and pureneſs. For 
Ibelieve that God hath choſen the Fooliſh things of the VVorld, 
and the things which are deſpiſed, 1 Cor. x. 27, 28. Ihavealready 


 Sufficiently Experienced the ſame, and I have heen given to Under- 


ſtand further that this kind of doing hath becn, and will be an Oc- 
cafion of Loſs as to VVorldlv Goods : For more might be allotted 
unto me, if I would leave cft the Preaching and Publiſhing the 
Truth of the mot High God. But when I ponder it in my Mind, 
this ſame Hope of ſtoring up to-my ſelF Comfort againſt my dying 
D2y, oth with me weigh down all VVorldly Cenfiderations OC 
Temptations: And 1 truft ia the Everliving God, that this ſhall be 

I age my 
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my Guide unto my dying Day : That I may give up an Account 
of the Miniitry which I have received with juy and not with Grief, 
for this would be unprofitable for you. The Searcher of ail that 
is in all Hearts, knows that the very Realon wh 1 do dchire a 
full and greater Ailembly of Hearers, and that my Books and \wri. 
tings may have-a more Univerial Reception, 1s chiefly, that I way 
let down my Net for a greater draught of Fiſhes. F.:r 1 knosy, 
and beliere that the more Souls ſhall he converted, Elifed or built 
up ia their Holy Faith, by my Minittry, ic will tea ſo much ihe 
more to their own, and alſo my Comfort and Rejnycing, and Crown 
in the lait Day. But however, whether more or few will receive 
it, I ſhall endeavour, by the Divine Grace, to approve my {elf 
Faithful in the Miniſtry, as Moſes was Faithful in ail his Houſe, 
I mean, not to lead People on (as the manner of ſome is) in a meer 
outward Profeſſion, as if there was no more than only to come ta 
ſuch a place of Worihip; Or in a Partial Obedience of the Law, 
Mal. 2. 9g In that deceit ſo common and univerial amo:1git thoſe 
who ca} themſel zes Chriſtians, of keeping ſome of the Cummand. 
ments of God, and negle&ing others. Or the Naming the Naine 
of Chritt, and not departing from Iniquity, Like thoſe who call 
him Lord, Lord, and do not the things which h- faith : So there 
be others of a more Religious ſort, who mightiiy harp upon the 
word Chrit, Chriſt. and yet themſelves in the mean while ſhew 
forth a erverle Spirit againſt the Miniittarin of his Word 3 and 
they reiuſe him that nuw Speaketh from Heaven through one 
of his leatt *lembers. Againſt all ſuch I do here let my Teiſtimo- 
ny, according as I have received the ſame from the Word of 
Truth. God is moit Glorifted when his Servant doth follow the 
Condutt and Leadings of his Truth, whetherſoever it goes, for 
this is to follow the Lamb whetherfoever He goes, inalmuch as the 
Lamb is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. And fo I am determis 
ned by his Grace to go an, although in the continued Miniſtration, 
and Succeffive Outgoing and Emanations of his Divine Truth,Luver 
and Friend haſt thou put awiy far from me and mine Acquaint- 
ance into Darkneſs; whether the Multitude or greater part of Pco« 
ple do hear or forbear, receive it or not; and ſo we intjrely leave 
and ſubmit itall to his own Divine Majeſt / (for God is Judge:him- 
ſelf) when every Man ſhall receive his own Reward, according to 
his own Labour, 1 Cor. 2.8. 

When Jeſvs Gid, by the Grace of Gold, taſte Death for every Man, 
Heb, 2. 9. He thereby took away that exceeding bitterneſs in it for 
all thote who wiil comply with the Ends of his death; which is to 
die, yea and to be dead unto Sin, and to riſe again unto newnels of 
Life. But this doth not belong to the Wicked or Sinners; for in 


the Hand of the Lord there is a Cup, and the Wine is Red, and it « 
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full of mixture, and he poureth out of the ſame; but the dregy Hy 


thereof all the vVicked of the Earth ſhall wriag them out and driik 
them, Pſal. 75. 8. ſo that the ſame Cup of Death will cafte diffe- 
renily wiuto two ſorts of People. The Righteous and the Wile will 
talic 'ome little Bitternels therein, wherewith alſo Sweetneſs will be 
int-:rin.2gied. Marvel not at this, for I know a Man to whom Sweet- 
neſs an 4 kind of Periume ha'h aroſe even from the Apprehenfion 
of :j5eaths Butit will be only mixture (wherein the ſowre aad bit- 
ter p3:t will make the greateſt Ingredieat) and dregs to the wicked 
of the Earth; for the ſting of Death is Sin, which ſting gives the 
Pain or (mart, and it ſtings more or leſs, accordicg as Sin is more 
or leis in the Perſon who is to undergo it- So that it mult be the 
wiſer and more excellent way to ſtand in awe and Sin not, and to 
ceale from our own Works. By which T m:an the ceaſing from 
thoſe 6ur Werks, which do proceed and ariſe from the worldly, 
flelhly a1d corrupt Nature; for all this is our own. The Duty 
and Obligation hereof, appears from what 1s written. There Tee 
maineth therefore a Reſt to the People of God ; for he that is en- 
tred into his Reſt, hath ceaſed from his own Woiks, as God did 
from his, #cb. 4.18. Now Death is the entrance and pallage into 


this Reſt ; ani thorefure if we would by this Death be tranflated 


into-this Reit, we mult before this Death ceale fron our own 
works. that is to ſay, Froin all luch works which ſavour of Sin, 
Vanity, or of rhis evil World, For ſaith another Scripture, Bleffed 
are th! Dead which die in the Lord, from benceforth, yea, ſaith the 
Spivir, that they may ret from th:ir Labours, and th:ir Works do follow 
them, Rev. 14. 13- This isto be underitood of good Works: For 
the doing of good Works, is the Laying up in fore for themſelves & 
8004 Foun1ation againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on eter- 
nal Life, x Tim. 6.18, Such who die in the Lord, did in their 


| Lifetime before-live uato the Lord. And ſuch the Goſpel enjoyns 


peremptorily, ro ma ntain good Works. This is a faithful ſaying, 
and theſe things 1 will that thou «ffirm con{tantly, that they which baye 
believ-d in God, might be careful to maintain good Works : Theſe things 
be good and profita'le unto Men, Titus 3. 8. For the Spirit of God 
in the fore-quoted place of the Revelations doth pronounce them 
Blefſed, becauſe their works do follow them. This Foundation will 
then ſtand them in ſtead, and they w 1] be Partakers of the Loving 
Kindneſs and Reward of the Lor.l for the fame. | 

T have heard of a certain/Atheiſt who being asked upon his Death- 
ved what he then thonght concerning Religion, ſaid on this wiſe, 
A Good Life and Good Deeds. but all the reft was Talk, and Prate. Wa 
this laſt part of his ſentence he ſpake like an Unbeliever, but asto his 


foregoing words this may be conceived, that the beit Life and the - 


belt Deeds, without the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chit » Will — 
| ; z3y© 
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fave any one. The beſt VVorks, and the beſt Deeds, if they ars 
mingled with any thing of ſelf-Righteouſneſ(s, or with any Thoughts 
of Merit, or deſerving for the ſame, they are marred and ſpoiled ag 
to God's preſent. Acceptation and future Recompence. They are be: 
come like the Girdle that was marred and profitable for nothing, 
Fer. 13-11« But good and obſervable Truth may be gathered from 
the former part of his ſaying, A Good Life and Good Deeds. For let 
the Knowledge and Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chrift be mixed with the 
ſame Good Life and Good Deeds. Let this ſame Good Life and 
Good Deeds be all lifted up and terminated towards God ; Let alt 
good Works be done in great Humihty, ſelf-abaſement and nothing- 
neſs of the Creature, He deſtring that they may be accepted, clothed 
over with the Kighteoulneſs of Chrift, and only in and through him; 
Then all this will, yea ic doth yield ſenſtble Comfort, and real Sup- 
Port againſt and in a dying day: For then when the Soul is jult go: 
ing out of the Body, and moſt wants help whereon to ftay and tix; 
It may be truly aid to her, there is none like unto the God of Fefbu- 
71un, who rigeth upon the Heaven in thy help, and in his Excellency 
on the Sky. The Eternal God is thy Refuge, and underneath are 
the cverlaſting Arms (may this Scripture belong to me, when the 
ſhadow of Death ſits upon my Eye-lids, and I am jult breathing out 
my laſt: TI h2d rather have it than all the Kingdoms, Lands and 


Riches of the whole Earth for tenthouland Years, if it was pothble 
to enjoy them (o long.) Theſe good words and comfortable words 
go 01 to add) And he {hail thruſt out the Enemy from before thee 
(which Enemy is the Devil) and ſhall ſay, Deſtroy them, 7ſracl ſhall 
awell in ſafety alone, Deut. 33. 26, 27, 28. Satcty and Salvation is 
all one in ſignification 3 and this is lafety to be ſaved and preſerved 
from all the Evils of the Invitble World, to get above and all alone 
from a!l the Annoyances of Evil Spirits, as allo to be freed from all 
Sin and Temptarion henceforward: Let me die the Death of the 
Righteous, and let my laſt End be like his. Burt there js no dying 
the Death of the Righteous, without living the Life of the Righ- 


fe0u5s 

- Bat how much Good Works, or Works of Alms, Mercy and Com- 
paſſion, eſpecially to the Miniſters and Servants of the Lord, will 
iveand procure unto the doers thereof Conitort and Support in 1 
dying day, we may gather and underitand from the words of Part, 
The Lord give Mercy unto the Houſe of Onefiphorus, for be oft re 
Felbed me, and was not aſhamed of my Chain, The Lord grant unto hin 
that he may find Mercy of the Lord in that day, 2 Tiin. 1. 16, 8. which 
is the day of Death and the day of Judgment, for then it is that any 
reaſonable Creature molt wants the Mercy of God ; and the Apoſtle 


— 


here wrote theſe thing: y the Spirit, as one that knew the Mind por 


Vil of the Lord; for in what Prayer the Spirit of Truth. 
| diAate} 
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diate, is included a Promiſe that ſo it ſhall be, And it is the fams 
thing as if it did run on this wiſe, That Onefiphorys ſhall fing Mercy 
of the' Lord in the day of Death and of Judgment, for that his good 
Deed which he ſheiwed forth unto Paul A Priloner, Miniſter and Ser- 
yant of the Lord. | | 

The Holy Ghoſt doth record of Dorcas, This woman was full of 
good Works and Alms-deeds which ſhe did, And after that ſhe died, 
the VVidows ſhewed- the Coats and Garments (which probably 
were for the Poor) which Dorcas made, while ſhe was with them, 
Ads 9. 36, 39. Theſe things are written for our Admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the VVorld are come, ſo that this ſhould be yet 


, More drawn forth into Example and Imitation by the Rich People of 


both Sexes of our preſent Age and Generation, for they muſt ſeve= 
rally ficken and die likewiſe, and then they will find To what Pur 
poſe was this waſte? for that ſame Mony which chey expended in 
fine Cloaths, Gaiety and Retinue, or making a Figure in the VVorld, 
in Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, in Pride, Pleaſure, Prodigality and 


_ vain things or ſuch like, might have been given to the Poor 3 and then it 
' would have done themſelves more good, and have ftood them in 


more ftead, than that Mammon of Unrighteouſheſs, or the Riches 
uſed to the hurt of the Owners. Or they might have thus conſe= 
crated their Gain unto the Lord, and their Subttance unto the Lord 
of the whole Earth, Micah 4. 13. Ia being tnore willing to con» 
tribute the ſame yet more plentifully towards the Publiſhing and 
Propagation of his Eternal Truth ; which ſeems to be the Beſt of 
Works. For this is a doing Good unto the Immortal Souls of Men, 
whereas common and outward Alms is only a Temporal Kindneſs 
unto the dying Body- And alſo that longer remains; as to which the 
Scripture ſaith, If any Mans work, abide; be ſhall receive a Reward, 
t Cor. 3. 14. | 


To conclude our whole Diſcourſe, Thisis certain, That we muſt 
all (both Good and Bad) appear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 5.10. Unto thee ſhall all Fleſb come, Pal. 65, 2. Seeing 
the caſe is ſo, and there is no avoiding of it, V Vhat can be.a more 
forcible Confideration in the VVorld, fince that we muſt appear 
before and come.unto a Great God, who is the Great Law-giver; 
able to Save and to Deſtroy ; who doth Good, fo likewiſe he can 
and will Puniſh ;. VVhat manner of Perſons ought we to be in this 
little mean while between in all Holy Converſation and Godlineſs ? 
VVhat can we do too much to pleas and approve our ſelves untd 
him? To agree with him that was our Adverſary whilft we are it 
the way? Todo any thing to get his Reconciliation and Favour; 
his Peace and loving Kindneſs. The only way whereto he hath 
Mſewed us, is, In þeginning, and then continuing 389 nes” 


(15) 
on to the end, to the day of our ſeveral reipedive deaths, In the 
true Spiritual VVorſhip and Service, In the Univerſal Obedience 
of ail the words of his Law and Goſpel, and fulfilling all Righte- 
ouſneſs3 In doing, his VVill, and every good VVord and VVork, 
and to do all this more and more, more diligently and more con» 

ftantly as we come nearer in time and ſee the day approaching« 


* Furthermoye, then we beſeech you, Brethren, and exhort you by th 
Ford Feſus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk, and tg 
pleaſe God, ſo ye would abound more and more, 1 Th&il, 4» 1- 
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